I Waited for the Lord…



         Stephen Maniam (b. 1974)

for Voice, String Orchestra & Piano
I waited for the Lord my God, and patiently did bear;
At length to me he did incline, my voice and cry to hear.

Alleluiah

He took me from a fearful pit, and from the miry clay,
And on a rock he set my feet, establishing my way.

Alleluiah

Then to the Lord these were my words, I come, behold and see;
Within the volume of the book, it written is of me:

Alleluiah

At length to me he did incline, my voice and cry to hear.

Alleluiah
The piece was written for a concert of Classical & Traditional Scottish music by Christian composers who lived in or visited Edinburgh from mediaeval times through to the 21st century.  The music was played more or less in chronological order, and as my piece was last, I decided to write a piece that took the whole concert full circle, by writing a piece that uses techniques and ideas from several earlier music periods.
The text is taken from the Scottish Psalters setting of Psalm 40 and I have set the first verse as a simple modal plainchant melody (I decided to write a kind of Celtic-inspired plainchant melody) over a drone.  As the piece proceeds the music grows in intensity and volume, and the techniques used become more and more modern & dissonant, before a final pianissimo half-stanza.
The version being performed tonight was arranged specially for Philomusica, an ensemble the composer has been associated with since he was at school.
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(for more information about the composer see www.maniam.co.uk)
